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ALVARY Baptist Church has existed in its present, Neo-Classic structure 

since 1925, when a combination of opportunity and necessity enticed the 

burgeoning congregation to move across the street from its previous 

home on Campbell Avenue SW in downtown Roanoke, Virginia.  The congregation, 

which has since its organization valued exceptional music programs, supported the 

building of a pipe organ in conjunction with the construction of the new sanctuary.  

A modest, three manual Hall organ1 was purchased in late 1924 at a cost of $3,000.  It 

was installed in 1925, and remained an active participant in worship at Calvary until 

fire destroyed all but the Echo organ in May, 1950. 

 A music committee, spearheaded by the church’s Minster of Music, Mrs. 

Helen Robertson, began seeking a builder to replace the portion of the organ that had 

been destroyed.  Proposals were entertained from many of the premier builders of 

the day, including Möller,2 Kilgen,3 and Casavant Frères.4 Ultimately, however, the 

Æolian-Skinner Company of Boston was selected to build a new organ for Calvary.  

Ongoing developments in the organ community had placed the Æolian-Skinner firm 

at the apex of organ building in America, and the church had been particularly 

enthusiastic about this company from the start.5  Æolian-Skinner Vice President 

Joseph Whiteford proposed a “versatile” specification for what he deemed 

                                                 
1 See appendix one   

2 While Church records contain correspondence with the Möller Company regarding a new organ to replace the fire damaged Hall 

organ, only a price quote ($28, 840) can be located.  While a proposed specification is mentioned in the correspondence, it is either 

lost or was never preserved.   

3 See appendix two 

4 See appendix three 

5 In a letter dated 26 September, 1950 to Æolian-Skinner Vice President Joseph Whiteford, Calvary’s Music Director Helen 

Robertson states “Personally, I am very much interested in the Æolian-Skinner organ and would prefer it to all others.” 
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“essentially a small three manual instrument” on November 1st, 1950, and quoted a 

price of $32,000.  Whiteford promised the organ would embody all the classical 

principals of “clarity and brilliance that have been achieved since the old [Hall] organ 

was built.” 

 The contract with Æolian-Skinner was signed in March of 1951 for $30,150, 

and installation of the instrument began in November of 1952.  The specification and 

price had changed considerably from the one originally quoted to Mrs. Robertson in 

1950.  A Geigen 8’ seemed a prudent addition to the Swell, and a Gamba 8’ replaced 

the proposed 13/5’ Tierce in the Choir.  In order to cut costs, the Church decided not 

to pursue a full restoration of the Hall Echo organ; however, the contract between 

Calvary and Æolian-Skinner stipulated that the portion of the Echo organ which was 

not damaged by fire be wired to the new console.  This division functioned until it 

too was damaged by fire in May, 1963.  A Harp stop originally called for in the 

proposal was ultimately sidelined.  The charm of such novelties had gone out of 

fashion, and after all, its appeal, according to Æolian-Skinner Vice President William 

Zeuch, “is due to the fact that it arouses [in the general public] pleasant thoughts 

concerning the life hereafter.  Frankly...I don’t think it’s worth the money.”6 

 When completed in the fall of 1953, Æolian-Skinner’s Opus 1233 was an 

immediate success.  The dedication concert was sponsored by the Æolian-Skinner 

Organ Company, and, at the request of Mrs. Robertson, was performed by American 

organist and pupil of Lynnwood Farnam, Carl Weinrich on February 12th, 1954.  It is 

fitting that Weinrich should be chosen to inaugurate the new Skinner – the organ was 

designed in part with Dr. Weinrich’s consultation. 

 After the installation of the Æolian-Skinner, the Church continued to maintain 

the organ in excellent condition.  As the church’s own music program expanded to 

meet the needs of its large parish, the organ would play a central role.  No alterations 

were made to the original Æolian-Skinner specification until 1969.  At this time, 

Calvary’s organist, Eric Brunner, contacted Æolian-Skinner President Donald M. 

                                                 
6 These comments made in a letter to Jesse Meadows, member of the Organ Committee at Calvary, dated March 9, 1951. 
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Gillette regarding additions and alterations.  Of ‘imperative importance’ to Mr. 

Brunner was the rewiring of the Swell 16’ Fagotte to play in the Pedal, and the 

addition of “Unison Offs” to the Great, Swell, and Choir divisions of the organ.  

Brunner also had the 2 2/3’ rank of the Great ‘Grave Mixture II’ silenced so that only 

the 2’ rank spoke.  This reworking created a 2’ Fifteenth for the great organ, which 

had previously contained no stops at 2’ pitch.  The 2 2/3’ rank of the Grave Mixture 

remains silent to this day.  Brunner’s adjustments were executed between late 1969 

and early 1970 at a cost of $1,140.  Mr. Brunner also proposed for the organ a new 

division, Baroque in design, called ‘Positif.’  The division, of 6 stops, was prepared for 

in the console (where, formerly, the Echo played), but financial constraints - the 

proposed amount for the new division was over $12,000 - prevented the addition 

from materializing. 

 Despite the fact the Positif never came to fruition, many would say that the 

Æolian-Skinner at Calvary Baptist Church possesses all it needs in the way of 

clearness of tone and brilliance to effectively play Baroque music.  Perhaps more 

decisive to the organ were the changes initiated in 1983 by the Möller Pipe Organ 

Company of Hagerstown, Maryland.  Möller’s area representative had for many years 

been stationed in Roanoke, and Möller organs are quite common in the region.  Mr. 

Richard Cummins of Greene Memorial United Methodist Church acted on behalf of 

the Möller Company in negotiations with Calvary to build for the organ a 

“Trompette-en-Chamade,” which would be exposed along the molding at the base of 

the grille of the main organ, and a half–length 32’ extension of the church’s present 

pedal reed called “Contre Bombarde.”  The contract for the work was signed on July 

17th, 1983, for $16,600. 

 In February of 1984, the two new ranks of reeds furnished by Möller were 

dedicated in recognition of Helen Robertson’s 35 years of service to Calvary Baptist 

Church as Minister of Music.  Soon, however, it became evident that the organ was in 

need of restoration.  From 1984 to 1987, R. L. Victorine of Roanoke, Virginia 



 4

undertook the complete releathering of the organ.  This action insured the viability of 

the organ well into the 21st century. 

 In the fall of 1991, the church began seeking proposals for a console to 

replace the original Æolian-Skinner, now nearly 40 years old.  The console would 

incorporate the most recent in ‘Solid State’ technology, allowing, among other things, 

multiple memory levels for increased flexibility in setting and storing registrations.  

After considering bids from Austin, Schantz, and Wicks, the Music Committee 

recommended the church accept a proposal from the Möller firm for the second time 

in a decade.  This time, however, the pairing was not so advantageous.  The Möller 

Company, reeling from financial difficulties and restructuring, declared bankruptcy on 

September 1st, 1992―over nine months after the church had invested over $8,000 to 

Möller in a down payment on the console.  Although the church sought legal 

recourse, no money was returned. 

 It was a twist of fate in 1992 that brought Calvary back to many of the very 

same people who would have completed their console as Möller personnel.  The 

Hagerstown Organ Company had formed from the broken and defunct Möller 

corporation, and was producing critically acclaimed organ consoles, namely, those at 

Los Angeles’ First Congregation Church.  At the recommendations of noted 

American organist Frederick Swann and Richard Cummins, Calvary investigated the 

possibility of acquiring a console from this new company. 

 On January 28th 1993, after members of the church’s Music Committee toured 

the Hagerstown Organ factory and examined the console made by The Hagerstown 

Organ Company for Greene Memorial Church of Roanoke, Calvary Baptist 

contracted with that company for a new four manual console.  The new console 

would contain one more keyboard than its Æolian-Skinner predecessor.  This ‘fourth 

manual’ was prepared to accommodate a future Echo organ, and to give the existing 

Trompette-en-Chamade a more versatile home.  The console was built at a cost of 

$76,045―more than twice the amount paid for the original Æolian-Skinner organ.  It 

was dedicated in June of 1993.  The organ was further altered in 1994 with the 
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addition of several digital stops, installed by Walker Technical Company.  The Walker 

additions included an entire Echo organ⎯the speakers of which are located in the 

original Hall Echo chamber high above the balcony⎯and Pedal Bourdons at 32’, 16’, 

and 8’ pitch.  The Möller 32’ Contre Bombarde, which was by now collapsing in on 

itself and no longer useable, was replaced with a digital replication of an Æolian-

Skinner half-length stop of the same name. 

 Just over a decade after the last alterations to the organ of Calvary Baptist, the 

church once again undertook substantial alterations to the organ.  The first occurred 

in the early 2004, when the organ’s original switching system was updated to solid 

state at a cost of $5,300.  In the fall of the same year, a new Zimbelstern was added to 

the organ at a cost of $970, replacing one which had been installed many years 

before. 

 Late in 2005, with emeritus music minister Helen Robertson’s 90th birthday 

only months away, the congregation of Calvary Baptist Church set out to fittingly 

honor this milestone in the life of the woman who had so dedicated herself to the 

church for many years.  As a fitting tribute to the woman who had been so 

instrumental in the creation of Calvary’s Æolian-Skinner organ, additions to the organ 

were undertaken in her honor by the Walker Technical Company.  The firm was 

contracted to update the previous Walker system and add several digital voices at a 

cost of $20,610.  Concurrent with the additions made in Helen’s honor, a digital 

Trumpet was to be added to the Great, having been given in memory of Dorothy and 

Raymond Andrews.  Fundraising for the project progressed swiftly, an indication of 

the love and respect for Helen that was common among her friends both at Calvary 

and in the community at large. 

Sadly, Mrs. Robertson passed away before the completion of the project.  

Though a great loss for the congregation, Helen Robertson’s passing offered an 

opportunity for Calvary to celebrate the great works she had accomplished 

throughout her long life.  Once the Walker firm had completed the additions to the 

Calvary organ, Frederick Swann, President of the American Guild of Organists and a 
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long time friend of Mrs. Robertson, played a memorial service and recital at the 

church on Sunday June 4th, 2006.  The additions to the organ, most of which had 

been prepared for in the Hagerstown console, are very much in keeping with the style 

of the original instrument.  They improve its flexibility substantially, and provide a 

wealth of coloristic opportunities to the organist. 

Today, the organ of Calvary Baptist Church is considered to be one of the 

finest in the area.  It is versatile in its uses, and has maintained an active career as an 

instrument both for concerts and the accompaniment of worship services.  The 

organ’s history is marked by a line of caring custodians who have kept the organ, now 

over 50 years old, in pristine condition. Perhaps even more astonishing than this, 

Calvary’s organists and congregation have resisted the many fads in organ building 

that have destroyed the essence of so many other period instruments.  Opus 1233 is 

essentially the same organ it was 50 years ago.  An instrument well suited to the 

future, it has performed admirably in the past.  It is eclectic in its embracement of the 

American Classic ideal so promoted by its designer, G. Donald Harrison.  Yet, 

Calvary’s Æolian-Skinner also stands apart from other Æolian-Skinners built around 

the same time.7  In Calvary’s Æolian-Skinner, neo-baroque tendencies were avoided 

in favor of a cohesive, useful whole.  The result is an instrument of unusual richness, 

clarity, and ensemble which, coupled with its ideal installation, make it one of the 

most exciting organs in the area. 

 
© Mitchell Crawford, 2006 

 

                                                 
7 See, for example, the two organs built by Æolian-Skinner immediately prior to Calvary (Opus 1231 for Highland Park Methodist 

in Dallas, Texas and Opus 1232 for Immanuel Baptist Church in Long Beach, California) are of similar size (43 and 37 ranks, 

respectively) to the Æolian-Skinner at Calvary, yet these organs both contained Pedal Mixtures and manual Cornets – traits of the 

neo-baroque movement that Calvary managed to avoid.  



 

THE SPECIFICATION OF THE AEOLIAN-SKINNER ORGAN, OPUS 1233 
AT CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH, ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 

 
Aeolian-Skinner Organ Company, Boston, Massachusetts / 1953 

Additions by M.P. Moller Company, Hagerstown, Maryland / 1983 
Console by Hagerstown Organ Company, Hagerstown, Maryland / 1993 

Digital Additions by the Walker Technical Company / 1994 & 2006 
 
 
 

Great ______________ 
 
 16 Rohrgedeckt 
 8 Principal 
 8 Bourdon 
 8 Spitz Flute 
 4 Octave 
 4 Flute Harmonique 
 2 Fifteenth 
  Fourniture III - V 
 8 Trumpet+ 
  Great 16 
  Great Unison Off 
  Great 4 
  Chimes+ 
 

Swell (Expressive) _________  
 
 8 Geigen 
 8 Rohrflote 
 8 Viola Pomposa 
 8 Viola Celeste 
 4 Spitzprincipal 
 4 Zauberflote 
 2 Octavin+ 
  Plein Jeu III 
 16 Fagotte 
 8 Trompette 
 8 Hautbois+ 
 4 Clairon 
  Tremulant 
  Swell 16 
  Swell Unison Off 
  Swell 4 
 

Choir (Expressive) ___________  
 
 8 Gamba 
 8 Cor de Nuit 
 8 Flauto Dolce 
 8 Flute Celeste 
 4 Koppelflute 
 2 2/3 Nazard 
 2 Piccolo 
 1 3/5 Tierce+ 
 1 1/3 Larigot+ 
 8 Clarinet+ 
 8 English Horn  
  Tremulant 
  Choir 16 
  Choir Unison Off 
  Choir 4 
 

Echo (Expressive) _________  
 
 8 Spitzflute+ 
 8 Viola Aetheria+ 
 8 Voix Celeste+ 
 8 Vox Humana+ 
  Tremulant 
 8 Trompette en Chamade* 
  Echo 16 
  Echo 4 
  Chimes+ 
  Harp+ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Moller  
+ Walker digital 

Pedal _____________  
 
 32 Soubasse+ 
 16 Contre Basse 
 16 Violone+ 
 16 Bourdon+ 
 16 Rohrgedeckt (GT) 
 8 Spitzprincipal 
 8 Bourdon+ 
 8 Rohrflote 
 4 Choralbass 
 32 Contre Bombarde+ 
 16 Bombarde 
 16 Fagotte (SW) 
 8 Trompette 
 4 Schalmei+ 
 

Couplers __________ 
 

Great to Pedal 8 
Swell to Pedal 8, 4 
Choir to Pedal 8, 4 
Echo to Pedal 8 
Swell to Great 16, 8, 4 
Choir to Great 16, 8, 4 
Echo to Great 16, 8, 4 
Swell to Choir 16, 8, 4 
Echo to Choir 16, 8, 4 
Zimbelstern 

 
 

Programmable Combination Action with 99 Levels of Memory 
12 General Pistons and 8 Pistons per Division 

4 Programmable Crescendo Pedal Settings 
 
 



 

 APPENDIX ONE 
 1925 Hall Organ Specification 
 
 
 

SPECIFICATION OF THE ORGAN AT CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 
 

The Hall Organ Company, West Haven, Connecticut / 1925 
Main organ destroyed by fire / 1950 
Echo organ destroyed by fire / 1963 

 
 
 
 

Great (Expressive)  _______ 
 
 8' Principal Diapason (uneclosed) 
 8' Second Diapason 
 8' Gross Flute 
 8' Clarabella 
 8' Erzahler 
 4' Harmonic Flute 
 8' French Horn (10" Wind) 
 8' Tuba (10" Wind) 
  Celestial Harp (CH) 
  Great to Great 16' 
  Great to Great 4' 
  Tremulant 
 

Swell (Expressive) _________  
 
 16' Bourdon 
 8' Open Diapason 
 8' Gedeckt 
 8' String Celeste II 
 8' Salicional ("smooth") 
 8' Melodia 
 4' Chimney Flute 
 8' Oboe 
 8' Cornopean 
  Swell to Swell 16' 
  Swell Unison Off 
  Swell to Swell 4' 
  Tremulant 
 
 

Choir (Expressive) ___________  
 
 8' Open Diapason 
 8' Concert Flute 
 8' Dulciana  
 8' Unda Maris 
 4' Flute 
 8' Clarinet 
  Celestial Harp (49 bars) 
  Chimes (Echo) 
  Choir to Choir 16' 
  Choir Unison Off 
  Choir to Choir 4' 
  Tremulant 
 

Echo (Expressive) _________  
Playable on Great Manual 
 
 8' Spitz Flute Celeste II 
 8' Gedeckt 
 8' Vox Humana ("soft") 
  Cathedral Chimes (21 Bars) 
  Echo to Echo 16' 
  Echo Unison Off 
  Echo to Echo 4' 
  Tremulant 
 

Pedal _____________  
 
 32' Resultant 
 16' Open Diapason 
 16' Bourdon (SW) 
 16' Gedeckt 
 8' Dolce Flute (Ext. SW 
   Bourdon) 
 8' Major Flute (Ext. Open 
  Diapason) 
 16' Tuba Major (Ext. GT) 
 8' Tuba (GT) 
 

Couplers __________ 
 

Great to Pedal 8 
Swell to Pedal 8 
Choir to Pedal 8 
Echo to Pedal 8 
Swell to Great 16, 8, 4 
Choir to Great 16, 8, 4 
Echo to Great 8 
Swell to Choir 8 
Choir to Swell 8 
Echo to Choir 8 
Pedal to Pedal 4 

 
 



 

 APPENDIX TWO 
 Kilgen Proposal 
 
 
 

SPECIFICATION OF AN ORGAN FOR CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 
proposed by 

The Kilgen Organ Company, St. Louis, Missouri 
Proposed October 27th, 1950 for a cost of $26,950 

 
 
 

Great (Expressive) ________ 
 
 8' Diapason 
 8' Hohl Flute 
 8’ Gemshorn 
 4' Principal 
 2 2/3' Twelfth 
 2' Fifteenth 
  Great to Great 16' 
  Great Unison Off 
  Great to Great 4' 
 

Swell (Expressive) _________  
 
 16' Rohr Bourdon 
 8' Geigen Diapason 
 8' Rohr Floete 
 8' Viole de Gamba 
 8' Viole Celeste 
 4' Flute Harmonic 
 2' Flautino 
 III Plein Jeu 
 8' Trompette 
 8' Oboe 
  Swell to Swell 16' 
  Swell Unison Off 
  Swell to Swell 4' 
  Tremolo 
  

Choir (Expressive) ___________  
 
 8' Viola 
 8' Concert Flute 
 8' Dulciana 
 8' Unda Maris 
 4' Zart Floete 
 8' Clarinet 
 8' Harp (49 bars) 
 4' Celesta (49 bars) 
  Choir to Choir 16' 
  Choir Unison Off 
  Choir to Choir 4' 
  Tremolo  

Echo (Expressive) _________  
To be restored and made playable on 
any manual 
 
 8' Spitz Flute Celeste II 
 8' Gedeckt 
 8' Vox Humana ("soft") 
  Cathedral Chimes (21 Bars) 
  Tremolo  
 

Pedal _____________  
 
 16' Major Bass 
 16' Bourdon 
 16' Rohr Bourdon (SW) 
 8' Octave 
 8' Bass Flute (Ext. 16' 
  Bourdon) 
 8' Rohr Floete (SW) 
 4' Super Octave (Ext. Octave) 
 4' Block Floete (Ext. Bass 
  Flute) 

Couplers __________ 
 

Great to Pedal 8, 4 
Swell to Pedal 8, 4 
Choir to Pedal 8 
Swell to Great 16, 8, 4 
Choir to Great 16, 8, 4 
Swell to Choir 16, 8, 4 

 

 



 

 APPENDIX THREE 
 Casavant Proposal 
 
 
 

SPECIFICATION OF AN ORGAN FOR CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 
proposed by 

Casavant Brothers Limited, Saint-Hyacinthe, Quebec, Canada 
Proposed September 27th 1950 for a cost of $32,400 

 
 
 

Great ______________ 
 
 16' Bourdon 
 8' Open Diapason 
 8' Hohl Flute 
 8' Gemshorn 
 4' Octave 
 4' Harmonic Flute 
 2' Fifteenth 
 III Mixture 
  Chimes (CH) 
  Great to Great 4' 

Swell (Expressive) _________  
 
 8' Geigen Principal 
 8' Stopped Diapason 
 8' Viola da Gamba 
 8' Voix Celeste (GG) 
 8' Aeoline 
 4' Octave Geigen 
 4' Flauto Traverso 
 2' Piccolo 
 III Cornet 
 16' Contra Fagotto 
 8' Trumpet 
 8' Oboe 
 4' Clarion 
  Tremulant 
  Swell to Swell 16' 
  Swell to Swell 4'  
 

Choir (Expressive) ___________  
 
 8' Viola 
 8' Melodia 
 8' Dulciana 
 8' Unda Maris (GG) 
 4' Lieblich Flute 
 2 2/3' Nazard  
 2' Flageolet 
 8' Clarinet 
  Tremulant 
  Chimes (25 tubes, 
  Deagan Class a) 
  Choir to Choir 16' 
  Choir to Choir 4' 
 

Pedal _____________ 
 
 16' Contra Bass 
 16' Bourdon 
 16' Gedeckt (GT) 
 8' Principal 
 8' Stopped Flute (Ext. Ped 
  Bourdon 16') 
 4' Super Octave (Ext. Ped. 
  Principal 8') 
  4' Flute (Ext. Ped. 
  Bourdon 16') 
 16' Fagotto (SW) 
 16' Trombone 
 8' Trumpet (Ext. Ped 
  Trombone 16') 
 

 Couplers __________ 
 

Great to Pedal 8, 4 
Swell to Pedal 8, 4 
Choir to Pedal 8, 4 
Swell to Great 16, 8, 4 
Choir to Great 16, 8, 4 
Swell to Choir 16, 8, 4 
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