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At our last Church in Conference meeting, I spoke about some of my concerns for our church moving forward. I also 

mentioned my frustration at my inability to provide the resources for making "that" happen in a more timely fashion. 

In my mind, there is no doubt that, if we are to have a vibrant, faith-filled, God-inspired future, something must be 

distinctive about us. That 'something' has been difficult to grasp, define, or comprehend. Most congregations and 

their leadership seem to pursue the 'something' by method, technique, philosophy, tactics, and programs. I have 

found these approaches to have few lasting effects. 

So, I've been trying to get a handle (at least for myself) on what it is that has been keeping me from sensing a forward 

momentum for our congregation. I'm not talking about numeric growth (although I think numeric growth is a natural 

outcome of growing spiritual awareness in a church), I'm talking about the sense that we are a part of that great 

movement towards the advancing Kingdom of God. 

Here's what I have begun to understand: we pastors have thought for years that we were responsible for bringing the 

'stuff' that will make churches work in a way whereby "church growth" and happiness and spiritual contentment will 

erupt and dwell until our retirement. It turns out, that doesn't work - at least it hasn't for me. 

Vision, Spirit, the power of God, whatever you want to call it doesn't happen when the church gathers for a weekend 

to look at themselves and come up with a "report." Truthfully, the divine vision for Calvary Baptist Church doesn't 

come from the pastor, lay leadership, or even the congregation. That sense of who we are in the Kingdom and where 

we're supposed to be headed is God's and God's alone. 

That begs the question, "How do we get that vision?" The answer is: "We don't." It's the other way around. The 

church must become captured by God's vision. I'll be fleshing out more of these ideas at our upcoming Church in 

Conference in May. I hope you will be there as we challenge ourselves to, as Jesus says in the gospel of Matthew, 

"Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness." Along the way, I believe that, when we are ready, God's vision 

will capture us. 

Even now I am praying...not to get something...but simply to be in Christ. 

Your Pastor, 

Steven 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Please join us in these Holy Week events! 
 

Lenten Lunch – April 12th 

Greene Memorial United Methodist Church has been hosting luncheons throughout the Lenten season. This year’s 

series will conclude on Wednesday April 12 at 12:05 PM with our Pastor, Dr. Steven Pollard leading in devotion. 

Lunch will be provided for a $5.00 suggested donation. All are invited to attend! 
 

Maundy Thursday 

Join us for worship in the sanctuary on Thursday, April 13 at 7:00 PM.  Come retrace Jesus’ steps during the last 

week of His earthly existence. This moving Tenebrae, combining scripture and music, is performed in a simple 

candlelit setting and recalls the events from Palm Sunday to day of Jesus’ crucifixion at Calvary. This promises to be 

a truly moving and inspirational service as we prepare for the close of our Lenten Season. 
 

Good Friday 

On Good Friday, April 14 at 6:00 PM, we will join with other downtown congregations in a Procession of the Cross. 

We will gather on the front steps of Calvary Baptist Church and process through the streets of Roanoke and conclude 

our journey at Greene Memorial United Methodist Church on Second Street. 
 

Sunrise Service 

On Easter Sunday morning, we will gather again with other downtown congregations at 7:00 AM for an Easter 

Sunrise Service. We will gather on the South side of the Martin Luther King Memorial bridge on First Street to await 

the sound of the trumpet to begin our worship of the Risen Savior! Following the service Greene Memorial United 

Methodist Church will host breakfast for all of those attending.  
 

Sunday Moring Worship 

Join us for Easter Worship in the sanctuary of Calvary at 11:00 AM as we gather to celebrate the resurrection of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Annual Church In Conference 

Calvary’s Annual Church in Conference will be held following worship on Sunday, May 7th.  All members are 

encouraged to attend this yearly event during which the annual reports of church organizations are received.  

Two essential segments of this meeting include the congregational vote on the Nominating Committee’s 

recommended slate of members that will serve on Standing Committees for the 2017-2018 church year, and the 

election of new members of the Fellowship of Deacons. 
 

As defined by Calvary’s Manual of Rules, additional nominations for all Standing Committees will be accepted from 

the membership during the Church in Conference.  ***Please Note – if you would like to nominate a prospective 

committee member, please obtain their permission to do so. 
 

Mark your calendar and please plan to attend and participate! 



 
 

The Church Council recommends the following changes to the current Manual of Rules.  These proposed changes 

will be presented for membership approval at our Annual Church in Conference on May 7th.   

SECTION III: RULES GOVERNING OFFICERS, CHURCH COUNCIL, AND STANDING 
COMMITTEES (see manual pg. 6) 

  
Current text:  
*Note - All members presently on a committee will continue to serve until they are rotated off and the committee is 
adjusted to 7 members each.   
    Only those who are members of Calvary Baptist Church may be nominated, and serve, on any standing    
committee.  The chairman of each committee shall be nominated by the committee members via secret ballot. 
The committee shall vote on the nominees by secret ballot until a chairman is elected. 
    Committee members shall be nominated by the nominating committee except an at large member who shall 
be nominated from the floor at the May Church-in Conference meeting. After all of the floor nominations are 
made, the congregation shall vote by secret ballot for the at large member.  
     Each committee shall elect their chairman by the following method. Each member will nominate by writing 
down a nomination. The membership shall vote on the members nominated until one person receives a 
majority vote. 
 
Proposed text?   
Members of Standing Committees shall be nominated by the Nominating Committee except an  
at large member(s) who may be nominated from the floor at the May Church-in Conference meeting. After all 
the floor nominations are made, the congregation shall vote to confirm the nominations.   
  
Following confirmation of their members at the May Church in Conference, each Committee shall elect their 
Chairman by the following method: Each member will nominate their choice of Committee Chair by writing 
down a nomination.  The membership shall vote on the members nominated until one person receives a 
majority vote.  *Note – only those who are members of Calvary Baptist Church may be nominated to serve as 
Committee Chair. 
  
SECTION V: BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT (see manual pg. 23) 
Current text: 
  

1.      Proposed usage of the Church buildings or equipment by outside organizations for benevolent or 
humanitarian purposes shall be subject to approval of the Church, except in cases of emergency, when 
approval may be granted by the Pastor or the Chair of the Church Council 

2.     No part of the Church buildings or equipment may be used or rented to any organization or individual for 
commercial purposes. 

3.     Any use of the facilities must be arranged through the Administrative Assistant and/or the Pastor. 
  
Proposed text? 
SECTION V: BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT   
Refer to Appendix I – Building Use Policy 

(Strike through words are part of the current document. Italicized words are those proposed for amendment) 

 



 
 

Children’s Easter Party Luncheon 

Come join us for our annual Children's Easter Party Luncheon on Sunday, April 9th in the dining room following 

worship. We will have a chicken luncheon followed by a Minute To Win It Eggs"travaganza Game Challenge. . .and 

yes, there will be "eggs"ellent prizes! Come one and all! There is no age limit to play. Or just come to enjoy lunch, 

fellowship with friends, and watch all the fun! 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hurt Park School 

Hurt Park School - The Evelyn Townsend Circle provided 37 dozen cupcakes to Hurt Park School for their “Read 

Across America – Dr. Seuss’ Birthday celebration on March 2, 2017. Many thanks to Janice Deyerle for making the 

delivery!  
 

Next Meeting 

The April meeting will be held in the Parlor on Monday, April 10th at 7:00 PM. All women are invited! Please join us!  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Nancy Caldwell Wilkerson 
April 3,1923 - March 15, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Beginning on April 16 through April 30, every member of the congregation is encouraged to nominate those 

they would like to serve as deacon. Every member can make up to 6 nominations. (That is the number of 

vacancies this year.) 
 

Nomination forms are available in this newsletter and will also be included in Sunday bulletins and available in 

the front church pews.  
 

All nominations MUST be received by Sunday, April 30. The names of all eligible candidates will appear on a 

ballot submitted to the church at the May 7 Church in Conference. The six candidates receiving the largest 

number of votes, will begin a three-year term of active service. If you have any questions about how to 

nominate deacons please feel free to contact Roger Austin, any of deacons, or the pastor. Our current deacons 

are: 

 

Roger Austin, Chair Harry Bundy, Vice Chair *Ernie Deyerle Cara Sutherland 

Janice Deyerle *Betty Hall *Randy Harrison David Seidel 

Bobbie Hawkins *Herb McBride *Jean McBride Kathy Kinsey 

Jack Pilcher John Urquhart Neal Kinsey  Vacant 
 

*Indicates the term of service is expiring for these individuals, therefore, according to our Manual of Rules they are 
ineligible for nomination until next year. 
 

Who is a Deacon? 

While there are no hard and fast rules for those congregations that identify themselves as Baptist when it 

comes to electing deacons, there are a few generally accepted guidelines. 
 

Anyone ordained as deacon is a deacon for life. 

Not all ordained deacons are part of the "active" Fellowship of Deacons. 

Ordained deacons not serving as part of the "active" Fellowship of Deacons, can be elected by the 

congregation to a three (3) year term at any time provided they have not served as an "active" deacon for one 

(1) year. 
 

Any member meeting the criteria outlined on the nomination form, whether or not they are ordained, is eligible 

to have their name placed on the ballot for election at the May Church in Conference meeting. 
 

Those candidates elected to serve as an "active" member of the Fellowship of Deacons at the May Church in 

Conference meeting, who have not been previously ordained, will be formally ordained at a service of worship 

for that purpose. 
 

May God bless you as you prayerfully consider those you will be nominating as possible deacons for the 
coming year. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Nomination Form 

Fellowship of Deacons 

Calvary Baptist Church 

2017/2018 

The ministry of deacons is very important to the spiritual life of Calvary Baptist Church. Please prayerfully 

consider those who you nominate and their qualifications. Those you chose to nominate should, first and 

foremost, be willing to commit themselves to these very important goals:  
 

1.   To spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ in everything they do. 

2.   To attend to the ministry needs of the whole congregation. 

3.   To maintain spiritual health of the Fellowship of Deacons that they may, in turn, attend to the spiritual 

health of the congregation. 

4. All deacons should partner with the Pastor in God’s work.  

5. Be God’s person, in God’s place, doing God’s work, in God’s way.  
 

Those who would serve as deacon should be prepared to meet the following qualifications:  

1.   An active member of Calvary Baptist Church for at least one year. 

2.   Attend the Worship of God with the Calvary Baptist Church family, unless hindered by circumstance or 

health. 

3.   Support the ministry activities of Calvary Baptist Church with your presence. 

4.   Contribute financially to the mission of Calvary Baptist Church through regular offerings. 

5.   Willing to assist in the leadership of worship through collection of the offering and serving the Lord’s 

Supper. 
 

You are also encouraged to look closely at the Biblical passages that refer to the character of those who would 

serve as deacon. (Acts 6:1-7; Romans 6:1; 1 Timothy 3:1-12) 
 

You may nominate up to 6 persons to be placed on the ballot for the election of deacons. You must get the 

permission of the person you are nominating to have their name placed on the ballot (May 7, 2017 – Church in 

Conference). You must include your name on this nominating form to be accepted. The deadline for receiving 

nominations is Sunday, April 30, 2017 

I, ________________________________________________________ nominate: 

Name of Nominee                                                                                             Permission 

1.      ______________________________________________________                      

   2.      ______________________________________________________                                  

3.      ______________________________________________________                                  

   4.      ______________________________________________________               

  5.      ______________________________________________________            

  6.      ______________________________________________________                        

 



 

 Funny Bones 

 

A friend of mine, a professional organist, was asked to play for a wedding. Unfamiliar with the church’s organ, she 

went to the sanctuary to practice. Curious about a small keyboard that slid out from under the two regular keyboards, 

she tapped out a couple of bars of a children’s song but heard nothing. Then she played a few more notes, but still no 

organ music. 

 

Just then a man came running into the church, shouting, "Who’s playing ‘Three Blind Mice’ on the church-steeple 

bells?" 

 

She had been operating the carillon. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

       

                    

     

          
                               

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Join us in New Jersey July 8 – 15, 2017 for a week of service as we rebuild, renew and restore those affected by Hurricane 

Sandy which hit the East Coast on Oct. 29, 2012. 

  

This is a joint effort of American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS) and American Baptist Churches of New 

Jersey (ABCNJ). The cost is $250.00 which includes housing and food. Volunteers are responsible for transportation.  

 

For more information, contact Victoria Goff at vgoff@abhms.org or 610-768-2449. 

 

 

Birthday Blessings to members of our Calvary Family! 

 
04/01 – Bonny Dillon 
04/06 – Aleasha Stanley 
04/09 – Eloise Sowder, Roger Austin 
04/16 – Frances Williams, Peter Pennington-Holland 
04/17 – Bill Matze 
04/22 – Betty Hall 
04/25 – Barbara Smith, Herb McBride 
04/26 – Eddie Smith  
04/30 – William Burks 
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SENIOR ADULT CONFERENCE 
CELEBRATING 

LIFE – FAITH – FUTURE 

MAY 11, 2017 
9am – 3pm 

LOCATION: BONSACK BAPTIST CHURCH 

FEATURING: 
FELLOWSHIP – WORSHIP – MUSIC – BREAKOUT SESSIONS – RESOURCE FAIR 

 

               
 

MORGAN AVERY MCCOY                          
Actress – Author – Speaker – 

CEO 

BAHAMA MAMAS 
Steel Drum Band 

 

LUNCH PROVIDED BY THE GLEBE 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

TO REGISTER: Call the Calvary church office to register! 
COST: $5 

Mail check payable to RVBA (Attn: Senior Adult Celebration)  

Fee due at time of registration 
 
 
 

 

SPONSORED  BY: 
The Roanoke Valley Baptist Association 

The Glebe 

The Virginia Baptist Foundation 

Kissito PACE 

Dr. RAY ALLEN 
Author – Speaker – 

Minister 


