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There is a word that I'm sure you heard used a great deal in the last 10+ years: 'intuitive.'  Oxford English Dictionary 

defines it as "Using or based on what one feels to be true even without conscious reasoning; instinctive." I can tell 

when I first understood the adjective: when I bought my first iPod. I picked it up and even though it had essentially, 

only one 'button,' I had mastered its operation in less than a minute. Now, that is intuitive design. It is something that 

seems so natural and obvious, it can almost be done without thinking about it. 

Designers of products have gotten increasingly intentional at creating products that can be used without thinking. You 

can dial phones or change channels on your television by just speaking. By just having a fob in your pocket you can 

unlock doors (without keys) and even start your car. Fortunately, there are still a few things we must still think about. 

The popular use of “intuitive” has also given rise to what I think is an infinitely more interesting idea, “counter-

intuitive.” In other words, this is an adjective that means to act on that which is the exact opposite of what would be 

instinctive. 

I know, I know, if it doesn’t make sense it’s probably wrong, right? Nothing, however, could be more wrong. 

Sometimes, the very opposite of what seems to make sense is the perfect thing to do. We take advantage of the 

counter-intuitive approach every day: “You have to spend money to make money,” “exercising regularly helps boost 

your energy levels,” “higher cancer rates generally indicate healthier societies (because more people are living to 

ages where cancer becomes increasingly likely.).” 

A good many things about faith, church, and Christianity are counter-intuitive. For instance: Faithful people don’t look 

for a combination of programs that will make their church a success. First of all, success for God is not measured by 

numbers, attendance, interest, or if you are “trending.” God’s measure of success is about obedience to the 

teachings of Jesus. 

Second, the “right plan” may very well not be God’s plan. Again, the issue is being ready to receive God’s “recipe” for 

“success,” then being obedient to following God’s vision. “I don’t think the way you think. The way you work isn’t the 

way I work.” God’s Decree. (Isaiah 55:8, The Message) Now that’s what I call counter-intuitive! 

Your Pastor, Steven 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Annual Church In Conference 

Calvary’s Annual Church in Conference will be held following worship on Sunday, May 7th.  All members are 

encouraged to attend this yearly event during which the annual reports of church organizations are received.  

Two essential segments of this meeting include the congregational vote on the Nominating Committee’s 

recommended slate of members that will serve on Standing Committees for the 2017-2018 church year, and the 

election of new members of the Fellowship of Deacons. 
 

As defined by Calvary’s Manual of Rules, additional nominations for all Standing Committees will be accepted from 

the membership during the Church in Conference.  ***Please Note – if you would like to nominate a prospective 

committee member, please obtain their permission to do so. 
 

Mark your calendar and please plan to attend and participate! 



 
 

The Church Council recommends the following changes to the current Manual of Rules.  These proposed changes 

will be presented for membership approval at our Annual Church in Conference on May 7th.   

SECTION III: RULES GOVERNING OFFICERS, CHURCH COUNCIL, AND STANDING 
COMMITTEES (see manual pg. 6) 

  
Current text:  
*Note - All members presently on a committee will continue to serve until they are rotated off and the committee is 
adjusted to 7 members each.   
    Only those who are members of Calvary Baptist Church may be nominated, and serve, on any standing    
committee.  The chairman of each committee shall be nominated by the committee members via secret ballot. 
The committee shall vote on the nominees by secret ballot until a chairman is elected. 
    Committee members shall be nominated by the nominating committee except an at large member who shall 
be nominated from the floor at the May Church-in Conference meeting. After all of the floor nominations are 
made, the congregation shall vote by secret ballot for the at large member.  
     Each committee shall elect their chairman by the following method. Each member will nominate by writing 
down a nomination. The membership shall vote on the members nominated until one person receives a 
majority vote. 
 
Proposed text?   
Members of Standing Committees shall be nominated by the Nominating Committee except an  
at large member(s) who may be nominated from the floor at the May Church-in Conference meeting. After all 
the floor nominations are made, the congregation shall vote to confirm the nominations.   
  
Following confirmation of their members at the May Church in Conference, each Committee shall elect their 
Chairman by the following method: Each member will nominate their choice of Committee Chair by writing 
down a nomination.  The membership shall vote on the members nominated until one person receives a 
majority vote.  *Note – only those who are members of Calvary Baptist Church may be nominated to serve as 
Committee Chair. 
  
SECTION V: BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT (see manual pg. 23) 
Current text: 
  

1.      Proposed usage of the Church buildings or equipment by outside organizations for benevolent or 
humanitarian purposes shall be subject to approval of the Church, except in cases of emergency, when 
approval may be granted by the Pastor or the Chair of the Church Council 

2.     No part of the Church buildings or equipment may be used or rented to any organization or individual for 
commercial purposes. 

3.     Any use of the facilities must be arranged through the Administrative Assistant and/or the Pastor. 
  
Proposed text? 
SECTION V: BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT   
Refer to Appendix I – Building Use Policy 

(Strike through words are part of the current document. Italicized words are those proposed for amendment) 
 



 

Lily Deliveries 

Many thanks to Debbie and John Urquhart, Ellen and Dan Scott, Esther and Bob Crosier and Betty Hall for delivering 

Easter lilies to church family members who have not been able to attend services with us! 
 

April Mission Project 

Our mission project for April was a monetary donation to the Community Gardens. 
 

Box Tops and Can Tabs 

We are still collecting the Box Tops for Education for Hurt Park Elementary and can tabs for Ronald McDonald 

House. Collection baskets are by the elevator. Collections are year-round. Thank you!  
 

Next Meeting – Ronald McDonald House 

The circle will meet at the Ronald McDonald House on May 8 at 4:30 PM to serve dinner to the guest residents. You 

are invited to join us! 
 

The Circle will take a break from regular meetings for the summer, June through August and resume meetings again 

in September in the church parlor.    
 

Hot Dog Lunch – Samaritan Inn 

The circle has tentatively scheduled Saturday, July 15 for serving a hot dog lunch for the patrons of the 

Samaritan Inn. We welcome all church members to help us with this mission project. More information will be 

coming in the next few months. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Ushers Needed 

The Calvary Ushers are a group of faithful volunteers who welcome and serve all who enter our doors. If you 

would like to help serve our congregation and guests by volunteering to be an Usher, please contact the Usher 

Chair, Bobbie Hawkins at 982-2046 or call the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Welcome to Keith Denson who joins Calvary through a letter of transfer from Mason Cove Chapel.  

 

Keith and Belinda Denson 

914 Hope Rd SW 

Roanoke, VA 24018 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Suggested Reading 

Seldom does anyone take trip without know about their journey. Usually, you’ll want to know: what the weather 

will be like? will there be places to eat and sleep? what will we do for entertainment? you get the idea. As we 

consider the future story of Calvary Baptist Church, some preparatory information might help.  

 

Here is a bibliography of some things you may want to read:  

 

The Most Loving Place in Town, Ken Blanchard* 

Captured by Vision, George W. Bullard* 

I am a Church Member, Thom s. Rainer* 

How Your Church Family Works, Peter L. Steinke 

To Dream Again, Robert D. Dale 

The Once and Future Church, Loren B. Meade 

 

*Copies available in the office to check out. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

The Deacons of the church are hosting a Mother’s Day Breakfast on Sunday, May 14 at 8:30 AM in the dining 

room. All women of the church are invited to attend and children are welcome as well. Please join us! 



 

 Funny Bones 

 

After a church service on Sunday morning, a young boy suddenly announced to his mother, "Mom, I've decided to 

become a minister When I grow up." 
 

"That's okay with us, but what made you decide that?" 
 

"Well," said the little boy, "I have to go to church on Sunday anyway, and I figure it will be more fun to stand up and 

yell, than to sit and listen." 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
     

                    

   

    

          
                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthday Blessings to members of our Calvary Family! 

 
05/01 – Ronald Wisely 
05/02 – Ray Templin 
05/03 – Amy Peters 
05/04 – Linda Dwyer, Tom Waugh 
05/11 – Carol Tate 
05/12 – Christopher Wirt  
05/16 – Danielle Stoots 
05/19 – Mark Henderson 
05/20 – Kaitlyn Hatcher 
05/21 – Lillian Howell 
05/23 – Judy Farano 
05/24 – Donna de Simone 
05/26 – Jeanette Williamson 
05/29 – Joe St. Clair 
05/31 – Cara Sutherland, Jesse Bell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   



 
 


