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Dear Calvary Family, 
 
As you may have noticed, I’ve thinking quite a bit lately about the nature of faith. It seems to me, that we humans are 
anything but devoid of faith. We have faith in a great many things. We have faith in things we can observe, calculate 
or measure. We have faith in skills and abilities mastered by humans.. 
 
Take extreme sports for example; here is a list of the ten most “extreme” sports in the world: 
 
10. BMX (bicycle motocross). 

9. Highlining, in which an athlete walks from one cliff to another on a rope less than an inch-wide suspended 

high above the ground without a balancing pole or safety net. 

8. The running of the bulls.  

7. Sky surfing, a kind of skydiving in which the skydiver performs stunts during the fall on a board attached to 

the diver's feet.  

6. Volcano surfing, which involves sledding down the ashes of an erupted volcano on a thin board and reaching 

speeds of up to 50 mph.  

5. Ice climbing.  

4. Wingsuit flying using a special jumpsuit that enables a person to fly or glide in the air by increasing 

"wingspan." 

3. Free soloing, rock climbing or mountain climbing without ropes or any other safety precautions. 

2. BASE jumping.  

1. Creeking, a form of canoeing and kayaking that involves descending very steep low-volume whitewater. 

Those that take part in extreme events have faith. But the faith rests mostly in science, equipment, personal skill and 

daring.  But the kind of faith it takes to accomplish these feats, pale in comparison to the power faith one has at their 

disposal if it is faith in our savior. 

 

Believers in Jesus can, through faith, engage in activities much more extreme than mere BASE jumping or Wingsuit 

Flying. When one acts for Jesus, in faith, it’s like jumping without a parachute or Wingsuit Flying without a Wingsuit. It 

means taking those giant dangerous leaps, knowing that Jesus will furnish everything you need, exactly when you 

need it to accomplish God’s extreme work. 

 

Just remember, when you are ready to act in faith, make sure you are following God’s plan. Only then can you act in 

faith with absolute certainty. Of success. 

 
 
Good Faithing, 
 
Steven 
 



 
We are now a couple of weeks into our ‘100 Days of Prayer.’ I trust that your group is getting acquainted and 

beginning to develop relationships of trust and encouragement. When we started, I’m sure that ‘100 Days’ sounded 

like a long time. I suspect by the end of the ’100 Days’ you will wonder where all the time went. In fact, there are many 

Churches that have participated in ‘100 Days of Prayer’ and had many groups that continued to meet for worship and 

prayer, afterward. 

 

To me, that is only a confirmation of how powerful prayer is and the great need we all have for communion with God 

and other believers. There is power when we come into the presence of God and give ourselves to honest seeking, 

submission, and dialogue with God. To do so with others only increases that strength of the experience (i.e. when we 

pray with others, prayer is ‘more than the sum of its parts’). 

 

I’m looking forward to our ‘check in’ on October 22nd. I can’t wait to hear about all the things you are discovering 

about yourself, each other, and our church family. In the meantime, if you need some help with the prayer manual, 

the exercises, scheduling, etc., please give me a call. I am always available as a resource. 

 

So, prayer groups, hang in there. Keep praying, keep seeking, keep looking forward, and keep listening for God to 

‘speak.’ 

 

To God’s holy people at Calvary Baptist,1 the faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace and peace to you from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 1:1-2) 

 

Your Partner in Prayer, 

 

Steven 

1Personal Substitution. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
Join us on Sunday, October 22nd after worship for the midway check point for One Hundred Days of Prayer. At this 

point, most triplets should have completed four or five gatherings. This will be your opportunity to talk about your 

experience thus far, share what is and isn’t working, and ask questions.  We will start the meeting by having each 

group share their triplet name – be creative!   

 

 



 

October is PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH. Since Calvary has just about the most wonderful pastor in the 

world (thinking the Good Shepherd Himself sent Steve to us), please take a moment to tell Steve how 

important he is to your spiritual life.  The blessings he brings to us are innumerable - attentive and loving care, 

wisdom, generosity, laughter, guidance and always teaching/ministering faithfully the Word of God just to 

mention a few.  Calvary Baptist Church is blessed with a wonderful pastor! Tell him so, especially this month! 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

I would first like to thank each of you for your warm welcome to the music ministry here at Calvary.  I was telling 

a friend of mine that I truly feel called to Calvary through our God and to be a missionary to each of you by 

using music as my instrument in spreading the Word of God.  Calvary has such a long-standing history of 

talented and gifted musicians and I am proud to be part of this growing ministry.  I feel the love of each you as 

you greet me each Sunday morning and I am blessed beyond measure.   

Plato once said, “I would teach children music, physics, and philosophy; but most importantly music, for the 

patterns in music and all the arts are the keys to learning”.    When I was growing up I was part of a children’s 

chorus that was truly outstanding.  We did everything from “Amahl and the Night Visitors” to singing in German.  

These were such fond memories that I hold dear to my heart even to this day.  As part of my ministry here at 

Calvary, I would like to establish a children ‘s chorus.  If you, your family, or your friends have children that 

would love to sing and learn music from all aspects, please send them my way!  We are currently in the 

process of getting this up and running and we will announce soon the details.   

Music can be a way to express our feelings even without speaking or singing a word.   As we come upon the 

Christmas season, I would invite each of you to come and join our Sanctuary Choir and help us minister to our 

friends, family and community.   As our motto says, “Come as you are, -Really!”, we really do mean that.  Our 

rehearsals are on Thursdays from 6:30pm-8:00pm and we would love to have all your voices to help us bring 

this great season of joy and comfort to Calvary.   

-Jared 

 



 
To my Calvary Family, 

 

Thank you all so much for the wonderful reception recognizing my service as interim Minister of Music.  It was a 

blessed experience for me to serve God and our church in this capacity and one that I will treasure 

always.  Thanks, too, for all the beautiful notes, cards and gifts from each of you.  They meant so much to me 

and I appreciate your kindness more than you’ll ever know.   

 

Calvary is full of some of the most loving and caring people I’ve ever met and it is an honor to be a part of this 

great congregation.  Our love of God and each other is evident in everything we do.  I’ve often said if others 

knew what a wonderful church congregation we have at Calvary, they’d be lining up outside our doors to 

worship with us.  God has truly blessed us at Calvary and is continuing to do so each, and every day.  We 

definitely have so much to be thankful for.  

 

I, for one, thank God for each of you – for your kindness, your love, your Christian spirit, and for just being the 

amazing people you are.  I love you all. 

 

In Christ, 

Robert  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
Nancy Akers sincerely thanks everyone for the kindness and assistance provided by her Calvary family during her 

recent illness. The cards, phone calls, visits and food were all greatly appreciated!  

Thank you! 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

On Tuesday, October 17th from 10AM to 2PM, Calvary will partner with PowerSchool and the American Red Cross to 

host a blood drive that will be open to the public. Blood is always needed, and with the huge numbers of victims of 

recent disasters, need is at a critical level. 

Please call 1-800 RED CROSS to make an appointment. You can also download the Red Cross Blood Donor App 
on the App Store, Google Play or text BLOODAPP to 90999. Schedule appointments, get rewards and invite friends 
to join you on a lifesaving team. 

Thank you for supporting the American Red Cross blood program! 
 

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/blood-donor-by-american-red/id911428916?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.cube.arc.blood


  
Puerto Rico. Texas. Florida. Mexico. There are so many needs, and The Virginia Baptist Disaster Response team is 

working to help meet needs alongside our partners. The VBDR works with the Virginia Department of Emergency 

Management, FEMA, Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD), Baptist conventions, agencies and other 

national and international partners to bring help and hope to those in need. 
 

As always we request your prayers for disaster victims as well as those who provide aid to them. 

In addition to your continued prayers, you can join us in our efforts to help those in need by: 

 

Giving 

Virginia Baptist Disaster Response is supported by gifts to the Baptist General Association of Virginia’s Cooperative 

Missions budget, the Alma Hunt Offering for Virginia Missions, and individual donations specifically designated for 

"Disaster Response." Donations to a specific disaster are used to provide direct services during that response. You 

can donate several ways: 

• Add your donation to others from Calvary by adding it to Sunday’s offering collection. Checks should be 

made payable to Calvary with a memo designating it for Disaster Relief. The church will then send one 

check for the total donated amount. 

• Make an online donation via the “Giving” option on the Church Website. 
http://www.calvaryroanoke.org/wp/online-giving-3/ 

• Drop your donation by the church office. (again, designate it to be included for the Disaster Relief) 

• Donate online at https://bgavdr.org/give/, or by sending a check to:Mailing Address: 

BGAV 

2828 Emerywood Parkway 

Henrico, VA 23294 

Please put Diaster Relief in the memo line 
 

Volunteering 

Volunteers are the back bone of Virginia Baptist Disaster Response, giving time and energy to helping families 

recover after a disaster.  Volunteers receive training in a variety of disciplines, based on how and where they 

want to help.  More details are available at the BVAV website: https://bgavdr.org/volunteer/ 

 

 
The circle would like to invite any Calvary worshiper to join them this year. Their next meeting will be on 

October 9 at 7:00 PM in the church dining room. All are welcome! 

http://www.calvaryroanoke.org/wp/online-giving-3/
https://bgavdr.org/volunteer/


 

Movie and Pizza Night 

 

Bring a friend and plan to join us in the dining room for Movie and Pizza Night on Friday, October 13th at 6:30pm.  

We will be watching “The War Room” – a witty, heartfelt and inspirational movie about the power of prayer.   The 

movie follows Miss Clara, a very faithful and wise woman, as she helps a young family in crisis.   For Miss Clara, her 

“war room” is a small room dedicated to prayer.  What a wonderful movie given our church’s focus on prayer! 

 

Please see the signup sheet on the bulletin board or contact the church office if you plan to attend. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Fall Church in Conference  

Calvary’s Fall Church in Conference will be held on Sunday, October 15, following Morning Worship. Please plan to 

attend. Your input, comments and suggestions are important! 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Seeking Messengers for Calvary 

On November 13 – 15 the 194th annual meeting of the Baptist General 

Association of Virginia will be held at Hampton Roads Convention Center in 

Hampton, VA. 

 

Along with Dr. and Mrs. Pollard, Calvary can send up to nine (9) additional 

messengers to represent our congregation.  

 

The theme of this year’s session is Answering God’s Call… Now What?  Based 

upon Isaiah 6:8 (NIV) “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 

send? And who will go for us?”  And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’” 

 

The Guest Speaker for the event is Leith Anderson, President of the National Association of Evangelicals. In addition 

to Mr. Anderson’s address to the conference, attendees will have the opportunity to participate in breakout sessions, 

worship gatherings, and other special events. 

 

Visit http://meeting.bgav.org/ for additional detail including travel and lodging information.  If you are interested in 

attending the conference please contact the church office.  Calvary’s messengers to the annual meeting will be 

confirmed by congregational vote at the Fall Church in Conference following Worship on Sunday, October 15th.  

 

http://meeting.bgav.org/


 

FUNdraising Opportunities 

You can contribute to Calvary when you shop! 

Both Kroger and Amazon have programs that will make contributions to Calvary when registered patrons shop 

with them.   Best of all – the cost to you is Nothing!  Zero!  Nada!  Zippo!  

Here’s how they work.   
 

 Great news!  Kroger no longer requires annual re-enrollment in their 

Community Rewards program. You only have to enroll once and it’s EASY!  Through the Kroger Rewards program 

Charitable organizations like Calvary receive a portion of the profit from all the cards linked to their organization! 

Simply sign up online at via Kroger’s website: https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow 

or call 1-800-Krogers.  Give them the number on the back of your Kroger Plus card (the same card you swipe to get 

“points” for gas) and have your card linked to Calvary Baptist Church in Roanoke, VA. - NPO# 82249 

PLEASE be sure to enroll your card and participate in this EASY fundraising opportunity!  THANK YOU! 

 

 

 
 

Amazon Smile provides a simple and automatic way for Amazon customers to support their favorite charitable 

organizations. With the Christmas shopping season upon us, and so many people using Amazon for its selection, 

pricing, and convenience, this fundraising opportunity is a great way to help raise funds for your church! And there is 

NO additional cost to you!  To participate, simply sign on to Amazon at https://smile.amazon.com/ch/54-0552400 

then shop as you always do.  It’s Easy!  And with every eligible purchase, Amazon will donate a .05% of the purchase 

price back to Calvary. 

 

If you need assistance enrolling with either of these programs, please give Debbie a call in the church office and she 

will glad to help! 

 

 

 
 
 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/54-0552400


Welcome to the Neighborhood! 
 
Our neighborhood continues to grow!  Welcome to two new businesses 

that have opened! 

 

Just across the street at 631 Campbell Ave. Enjoyable Noises is in a 

prime location for meeting one’s musical needs. Owner, Aaron Parker, a 

Berklee College of Music graduate, opened the shop in January 2017, 

after 15 years of working part-time at the recently closed Ridenhour Music 

in Salem.  The store specializes in lessons, repairs, and retail of unique 

instruments and accessories. Private instruction is available from trained professionals who can help musicians 

of a variety of skill levels.  

 

Mel's Place has opened 551 Marshall Ave. in the former Old Southwest Grill location. Before that, the spot 

housed Fork in the City for several years. 

 

Mel's Place specializes in wood-fired brick oven pizza. The fact that the kitchen already features a brick oven is 

one of the reasons its owners were led there. Michele Green and her husband, Chris Graham, searched for 

about a year and a half to find the right restaurant space.  

 

Mel's Place previously had a location in Maine, but business was seasonal and the restaurant couldn't be 

operated year-round, Green said. So they looked up and down the East Coast for a spot. When they found the 

former Old Southwest Grill location, they researched Roanoke and decided to move to the Star City to launch 

the restaurant. It is named for Green's mother, Mel, who loved to cook Italian food. In addition to their regular 

lunch and dinner menus Mel’s offers a Sunday Brunch from 10-2 each week.  

 

If you have the opportunity to visit our new neighbors, be sure to invite them to visit us at Calvary! 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Funny Bones - A young boy had just gotten his driving permit. He asked his father who was 

a minister, if they could discuss the use of the car. His father took him to his study and said to him, 

"I'll make a deal with you. You bring your grades up, study your bible a little and get your hair cut 

and we'll talk about it." After about a month the boy came back and again asked his father if they 

could discuss use of the car. They again went to the father's study where his father said, "Son, I've been real 

proud of you. You have brought your grades up and you've studied your bible diligently. But, you didn't get your 

hair cut." The young man waited a moment and replied, "You know Dad, I've been thinking about that. You 

know, Samson had long hair, Moses had long hair, Noah had long hair, and even Jesus had long hair!", to 

which is father replied, "Yes, you're right, and they also WALKED everywhere they went!" 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    

 

 

                      

Birthday Blessings to members of our Calvary Family! 

10/01 – Shirley Huffman        10/15 – Heather Eanes 
10/02 – Chris Price, Jacqueline Wimmer      10/17 – Mary Ellen Gearhart 
10/04 – Lucy Grigg, Will Longworth       10/18 – Kent Martin 
10/09 – Becky Beard, Mark Meeks       10/20 – Donald Smith 
10/10 – Cheryl Nicely, Eddie Smith Jr.       10/21 – Meghan McClure 
10/12 – Paul V. Howell, Nate Thompson      10/23 – Adele Henderson 
10/13 – Jessie Dwyer, Nancy Jarrett, Marie Woolwine  10/27 – Robert Zimmerman 
10/14 – Lorie Pema         10/30 – Alice Garrett 
 

 

 

 

 


