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Dear Fellow Travelers, 

 

Okay, I’ve had quite enough election frenzy. It’s nearing election time once again and as usual our senses have been 

flooded with the sights and sounds of the season. Perhaps there are some who enjoy election season, but I’ve met 

no such person. As for me, I am absolutely sick of it. The airways seem to be filled the messages of one candidate 

impugning the character of the other candidate. The offended candidate must then defend themselves and return an 

equally reprehensible accusation impugning the character of the original accuser. Then, repeat ad nauseam. 

 

The sad fact is that the vast majority of the voting public actually believes that by electing the “right” candidate, their 

circumstances and that of other like-minded souls will improve. In fact, if the “correct” candidate or group of 

candidates can get elected, everyone will be better off (except for those that don’t “deserve” to be better off). 

 

That kind of thinking is just plain wrong! If you want change, you won’t find it in a voting booth. You won’t find it 

among the non-stop news reports from the army of reporters filling the airwaves. You won’t find it among the tweets, 

blogs, google searches, or Facebook posts from your so-called-friends on your “smart” device. 

 

If you want REAL change, there is only one source. REAL change comes when one invites Christ to take up 

residence in their life. REAL change doesn’t happen through political process (regardless of your political 

persuasion). I’m not opposed to a political process that insures order, promotes the welfare of all its citizens and 

provides a common defense. However, even if we manage to achieve mastery over such things, genuine, authentic, 

actual, REAL, change will not be the result. 

 

You see, REAL change must take place from within us. REAL change happens when you and I embrace the 

transformation that Christ, living in us, naturally brings to our hearts, souls, and minds. If you want the world to 

change, it must first come in you. 

 

That’s the problem with the “kingdom” of the world: it’s all about getting other people to be different so we won’t have 

too. Those of us whose first allegiance is to the Kingdom of God are embracing a constant remaking of our lives into 

Christlikeness. Citizens of ‘The Kingdom’ are changing all the time. 

 

So, if you’re looking to get ‘your’ candidate elected so they can get everything straightened out in Washington or 

Richmond or the City Council, I can promise that you’re going to be disappointed every Wednesday after the first 

Tuesday of every November, forever.  

 

If, however, you are looking for the world to REALLY change, you go first; Pledge allegiance to ‘The Kingdom.’ 

 

See you Sunday! 

Your Pastor,  

Steven 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dear Calvary Baptist Family, 

The past month has been overwhelming. The card, notes, gifts, and words of 

encouragement have been tremendous. The Calvary Family has been kind and 

generous with their expressions of affection and thanks during Pastor Appreciation 

Month. I am blessed beyond measure to be your pastor and share in God’s work 

with you. I am truly honored. 

 

Thank you, Calvary Baptist Church! 

Your Pastor, Steven 



 
 

One More Thing… 

 

Stewardship. As soon as a pastor says that word, most people within earshot immediately start doing some quick 

mental bookkeeping. They are convinced that they are about to be backed into a corner and begged, guilt-tripped, 

and cajoled into some kind of monetary obligation to the church.  

 

Unfortunately, that’s the sort of flawed understanding of stewardship that has caused many to view the church as ‘all 

about money.’ I must admit that there are certain religious groups who expend way too much energy on getting their 

members (and anyone else) to make ever-more generous financial gifts. I think they’ve misunderstood the good 

news. I also must admit that if a church never communicates to its members the financial commitments that will be 

required to meet their ministry goals, the congregation never has the joy of full ownership in the mission of the 

Church.  

 

So, how can a church get things paid for and not sound like holy yet insatiable beggars? I think it starts with the word 

‘steward.’ In the Bible a steward is someone with oversight of that which does not belong to them. Stewards were 

usually those who were employed by the wealthy to manage, maintain, invest, and care for the assets of their 

employer. In other words, they had complete charge of their boss’s lands, animals, finances, homes, belongings, etc. 

that they were expected to treasure as their own. However, stewards did not own any of these things. The steward 

support was completely dependent on the generosity (or lack thereof) of the landholder.  

 

If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, then stewardship begins with the conviction that because you belong to God, all 

you have belongs to God. Ownership of ‘things’ cannot be excluded from your relationship with God. God’s 

ownership encompasses all. So how you use what God has left in your safekeeping, whether it is money, property, 

time, talent, a home, relationships, your body, health, influence, profession…all, all belongs to God. Therefore, you 

and I are accountable for how we care for and make use of all of God’s ‘things’. 

 

If our understanding of stewardship begins with an understanding of God’s ownership, many issues get clearer.  

 

In worship for the next three Sundays, I will speaking about that kind of stewardship (not money) and how our 

understanding of ‘ownership’ is the right place to begin when we think about ‘giving.’ 

 

See you Sunday! 

Your Pastor, 

Steven 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
A huge thanks to Mickey Cratch, Kathy Kinsey, Tony Mason and  

Glenda Pollard who planned and/or sponsored last month’s pizza and 

movie night! It was a great night of fellowship and fun!  



 

Do you enjoy decorating? On November 26th following worship we will gather to decorate our Sanctuary for the 
season.  Please consider staying to help with the tree, as well as the rest of the sanctuary for this very special season 
for the Church.  THANK YOU! 
________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
 
Daylight Savings time ends on Sunday, 11/5 at 2:00 AM. Please remember to set your clocks back one hour before 
going to bed on Saturday, 11/4.  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Christmas at Calvary 
 

Come and celebrate the season of Hope, Love, Joy and Peace as Calvary’s choirs, along with the Giles Community 

Singers and The Star City Brass, present our annual Christmas program. We will take you on a journey, through 

music and the spoken word, of the wonders surrounding our Savior’s birth. Please plan to join us for what promises 

to be a highlight of the Advent season on Friday, December 15th at 6:30PM, and bring your friends and family! 

 
 
 



 
Make plans now to enjoy the TMMC’s Annual BINGO & Silent Auction Fundraiser at Calvary Baptist Church on 

Saturday, November 11th at 11AM (Eleven, Eleven at Eleven - easy to remember, right?!) 

 

In addition to the games and auction, entry cost for the event ($8.00 Adults, $5.00 Students) includes lunch of your 

choice of sandwich, chips, cookies and a drink. 

 

Advance Reservations for the lunch are required by Nov. 3rd – Make checks payable to TMMC and mail to: 

 

TMMC Treasurer 

6109 Wertz Orchard Rd., Roanoke, VA 24018.    

Please include your choice of sandwich on the memo line, Chicken Salad, Turkey, or Ham & Cheese. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

We need to replace the non-working refrigerator that was in the Gym/Youth Building kitchen.  If you, or 

someone you know, has a refrigerator available to donate, please contact the church office to make 

arrangements to move have it moved to our building.   

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In October Calvary partnered with PowerSchool and the American Red 

Cross to host a blood drive. The goal for the day was 18 pints and while 

we didn’t quite make goal, it was a great first effort! Here are the results: 
 

Registered:  17 

Deferred:  3 

Collected:  14 
 

Thank you for supporting the American Red Cross blood program! 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Thank you for your generous support of our calendar sale. Your contributions 

enable us to continue our ministries to various community organizations and to 

other mission needs. In September, we contributed to the Virginia Disaster 

Response Team and the Baptist Friendship House.  

 

Our meeting will be on Monday, November 13 in the church dining room. All 
women are invited! Please join us!  



Welcome to the Neighborhood! 
 

Our neighborhood continues to grow!  Welcome to two new businesses 

that have recently opened! 

 

Downshift Bikes is now open just down from Calvary at 416 Campbell 

Avenue.  On their website, https://www.downshiftbikes.com/,  Downshift’s 

owners say ‘It is our mission to bring bicycles to life.  Roanoke is a 

beautiful and thriving city, and we want to see more people taking 

advantage of the great riding opportunities in the area.  Whether you are 

interested in riding your bike for fitness, commuting to work, shopping at the farmers market, or enjoying a 

leisurely ride along the greenway, Downshift can offer you advice and support to get you started. We 

encourage everyone to get out and ride a bicycle and experience all that life has to offer on two wheels! 

We invite you to get in touch with us to learn more about our store, or simply come on over and say hi in 

person!’ 

 

Garden Song Eco Café opened in October at 805 5th Street in Roanoke. 

The formerly dilapidated building, has been transformed into The Haven on 5th, home to the café. Maya Ittah 

and her business partner created the space to provide a holistic approach to health, offering not only healthy 

food, but massage therapy, acupuncture, and nutrition counseling. 

Ittah describes the cafe as a "whole foods plant-based menu" which will include French crepes, soups, 

sandwiches, salads as well as smoothies and juices. 

They plan to offer gluten-free and low glycemic options and source most of their ingredients locally. 

 

If you have the opportunity to visit our new neighbors, be sure to invite them to visit us at Calvary! 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Funny Bones - A little boy was afraid of the dark. One night his mother told him to go out to 

the back porch and bring her the broom. The little boy turned to his mother and said, "Mama, I don't 

want to go out there. It's dark."  

 

The mother smiled reassuringly at her son. "You don't have to be afraid of the dark," she explained. "Jesus is 

out there. He'll look after you and protect you."  

 

The little boy looked at his mother real hard and asked, "Are you sure he's out there?" "Yes, I 'm sure. He is 

everywhere, and he is always ready to help you when you need him," she said.  

 

The little boy thought about that for a minute and then went to the back door and cracked it a little. Peering out 

into the darkness, he called, "Jesus? If you're out there, would you please hand me the broom? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

 

 
 

Birthday Blessings to members of our Calvary Family! 

11/01 – Joyce Waugh 
11/06 – Mick de Simone  
11/09 – Becky Beard, Mark Meeks 
11/12 – Paul V. Howell 
11/13 – Marlene Bradley, Missy Smith 
11/14 – Lois Cooper 
11/18 – Melissa Wade 
11/19 – David Kinsey 
11/21 – Diane Hylton, Dwayne Mason and Robert White 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.downshiftbikes.com/


 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On December 19, over 20,000 voices will 

gather at the vibrant Berglund Performing Arts 

Theatre in Roanoke to sing songs and carols 

that express our faith and focus our hearts on 

the true message of the Christmas season. 

Don’t miss your opportunity to experience this 

unforgettable evening. Reserve your seat 

today at http://www.gettymusic.com/christmas. 
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Poinsettias 
Beginning December 17 Calvary’s sanctuary will be decorated with beautiful poinsettias given to the church in Honor or 

in Memory of friends and loved ones.  Each poinsettia costs $7.00.  The names will be published in the worship bulletin 

on December 17.  If one poinsettia is ordered for multiple persons, the names will be printed as a group, not individually.  

Poinsettias will need to be picked up following the Christmas Eve Service.  

To purchase poinsettias, orders and payment need to be in the church office by Sunday, December 5.  Orders cannot be 

accepted without payment.  Please place your order form and check (note “Poinsettia” on check) in the offering plate or 

you can mail your order and payment together to Calvary Baptist Church, 608 Campbell Avenue, SW, Roanoke, VA  

24016. 

Please print carefully the name of the person(s) being recognized and the giver’s name. 

 

Your Name:                 Phone:       

Enclosed is my check for $_______   ($7.00 each).   

Designate poinsettias as noted below. 

Donor name(s):                

In Memory of:                  

                

                

In Honor of:                     

                

                

Please choose one of the following options: 

• I want my poinsettia to go to a shut-in. 

• I will pick up my poinsettia at the Christmas Eve Service. 

• Donation of a poinsettia to be delivered to our shut-ins.  


